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Much of the Northeast Neighborhood is currently open space in agricultural use
Source: Jennifer Keeley Yonda (also source for cover page photo)
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|. INTRODUCTION

The City of Madison has an extensive system of parks, open
space, and normotorized trails throughout the city. With
over 6,000 acres of parkland, Madison has approximately
one acre of parkland per 35 residents, far better than the
national average of one acre per 160 residents.The
extensive park system combines with over 15,000 acres of
lakes and other large regional paks and conservation areas
to form a network of open space that adds greatly to
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brought into the city, it is critical that adequate parklandand
open space are included and are accessible to resits
though a wellconnected path and trail network.

The City of Madison Comprehensive Plan defines two
primary goals for parks and open space within the city:

A Develop a unified and continuous system of park and
open space, which provides for the highaesdegree of
enjoyment, health, safety, efficiency and well being of
the entire community.

A Provide opportunities for active and passive additional
land for park use; and preserve important natural
areas from more intensive uses.

Adhering to these goals,this report describes a well-
connected system ofopen space, parksand multiuse trails
for the Northeast Neighborhood The report also presents
techniques to acquire land for these purposes, as well as
design guidelines for portions of the system. The rept
should be considered a supplement to the extensive chapters
on parks and open space in the Madison Comprehensive Plan
that guide the development and maintenance of all parks and
open space for the city.
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Open space exists in many parts of the study are¢ ~ <http://www.cityofmadison.com/parks/index.htr.
Source: Jenniféfeeley Yonda 2 City of Madison Comprehensive Plan: Voluméiécommendation<City of Madison.
Jan 2006. -8.
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